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Lydia, a despondent teenager, decides on New Year’s Eve to commit suicide. After a series of odd occurrences 
which prevent her in doing so, she finds herself at a party thrown by her professor, Mr. Chambers, who had 
sexually assaulted her earlier in the term. There, she uncovers a recurring number that has been mysteriously 
surfacing all evening: 7-27. Lydia has no idea of its meaning. She heads to a train station to jump in front of 
a train. At the platform, two youths threaten a homeless woman. She intervenes and manages to save the 
homeless woman. As she lies on the tracks awaiting an oncoming train, it inexplicably vanishes. Hugh, an 
innocuous gentleman who is working the night shift for Network Rail, finds Lydia and takes her for a drink in 
the hope of persuading her to live.  
 
When Lydia gets home to her flat, her record collection begins to communicate with her using the titles of 
albums in her collection, asking her for help. Hugh, the Network Rail worker from earlier, appears on her 
sofa, and reveals himself to be the Grim Reaper. To Lydia’s surprise, Hugh knows nothing of the recurring 
number, 7-27 – but together they speculate that the number could correlate to Lydia’s record collection. She 
pulls out the 27th record in the 7th block. It is a record Lydia has never seen before. Upon playing the record, 
Lydia transports to a nightclub, where she meets Eliza. However, after the record spins for 95 revolutions she 
returns to her flat. 
 
Lydia becomes infatuated with Eliza, but questions the reality of their encounters. To confirm whether the 
nightclub and Eliza are both actually real, Lydia decides that she must conduct a taste test—tasting a specific 
whiskey both at the club and in her own world. Breaking into the nightclub's cellar to get a hold of the drink, 
she discovers a newspaper from 1999. In the real world, the only place on New Year’s Eve where she can get 
the same whiskey brand is Mr. Chambers' party. Confronting her professor about the assault, she realises 
that the whiskey tastes the same in both worlds. Lydia and Hugh become fast friends and open up to one 
another. As they walk back to Lydia’s flat, Hugh transforms the drab Manchester surroundings into a 
Hollywood setting, dancing with Lydia and showing her the world can contain a sense of magic and wonder. 
 
Lydia locates the nightclub in her world, finding Lester, the owner, as well as photographic proof of her 
previous visits. Knowing that Eliza is real, she uses the record to get to know Eliza more, but becomes 
frustrated that she can only stay for three minutes at a time. Hugh reveals his need to claim Lydia’s neighbour, 
Mr. Havers' soul. Lydia talks to Mr Havers before Hugh can take his soul, but despite her attempts to dissuade 
him, Mr Havers decides to commit suicide, and Hugh regretfully takes his soul. 
 
Lydia returns to her flat to find the youths from the train platform. They hold her knifepoint whilst they steal 
her belongings—which she doesn’t care for, until they spot the record player. Hugh intervenes and scares 
them away. Lydia plays the B-side, transporting herself to a quaint record shop containing records with faces 
and dates, each containing a soul that he has collected. It is Hugh’s home. Hugh shares the memory of the 
first soul he took, Eliza's. Hugh reveals that Eliza is Mr Haver’s daughter, and that she committed suicide on 
New Year’s Eve, 1999 – the date Lydia met her. Hugh has deep regrets of becoming the Grim Reaper. 
 
Lydia returns to the nightclub, finding Eliza on the rooftop, ready to jump. Lydia tries to convince her to not 
jump. In a struggle to save Eliza, Lydia falls off the ledge, leading to an epiphanic moment of joy. Before hitting 
the concrete, Lydia transports back to her living room, happy to be alive and hopeful of her own future, as 
well as Eliza’s. She decides to etch a scratch into the enchanted record in the hopes it will prolong her stay in 
Eliza's world. As the needle hits the vinyl she realises that the knife she used to etch the record stands upright 
on the sofa, meaning if she returned to the flat, the knife would cut into her and probably kill her.   
 
Realising that the etching has worked, Lydia is overjoyed. As Lydia and Eliza walk the streets, Lydia spots 
Hugh’s record shop. The shop keeper hands her the magical record with a note from Hugh. Twenty years 
later, Lydia and Eliza are still in love. Lydia returns to her old flat to place the record Hugh gave her into the 
correct spot in her collection, making sure to avoid her younger self. Leaving the flat, Lydia bumps into Hugh 
and thanks him for everything, but it is Hugh who is really thankful, for now he is free. 


